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Date: C/J 6/G5 



Transmit the-lollowing in 
Vm ■ I AIRTEL 



(1 )pr in plaintext or cade I 

AIR HAIL 



(Fnoritj) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (M-28601) * 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-12^5)(p) 

RE: EUGENE; THOMAS ; ET AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO, Aka; ET AL - VICTIMS 
CR - EL 

(00: MOBILE) ...... - - - . 

Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau dated 7/9/65, 

On 8/13/65, ARTHUR GAMBLE, Circuit Solicitor, 
Greenville, Ala., advised that transcript of the trial Of 
COLLIE LEROY V/ILKINS, wherein GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. testified, 
is presently in the hands of the Department Of Justice in 
Washin ton, D.C., and. specifically, Departmental Attorney 
ST. JOIill BARRETT. J ~ 

GAMBLE stated that if it was necessary the court 
reporter could possibly have another transcript prepared; 
howev r, it would necessitate some charges being assessed. 

For the information of the Bureau, the San Francisco 
Office requested that they be furnished a copy of the 
testimony of GARY THOMAS ROtfE, JR., in order 1>hat he can 
review his previous testimony he gave In the May, 1965 f 

W ILK INS Trial for the forthcoming trial of Defendants WILKIN X. ✓ 

THOMAS , and EATON. ^ 4 ^ 



1 - rinn'np;ham (Inf o) ('Wl-J 236) {'' f k%' ^ 

1 - Sin Francisco (Inf 0 }('l'L-609) Cr 1 CW' ,/ * 

2 - Mobile , . Jfy 



d 1 - b 



RLFrjcs 
(7) 



r; 



15 AUG 3 8 1365 



uuot 




Sent 



M 



Special ^gent in Charge 




-r- - T^Jja* 



T 



t 



- » 



Utton- v W T^ m™rJ qu !! ted to c °ntaot Departmental 
GARY r '01 i/\ " ' raup^ ?S RnE1 7: obtain co,, y of testimony of 
the r, ; ?Sr? f J ? R " Wlii " h teGfc iniony was recorded during 

^ trial or C0LL IE LEROY wilkins, an? forward 
same to San Francisco Division. lorwara 

r „„„. . . Information copies of this alrtel are belne: 
furnished to San Francisco and Birmingham Divisions?'- 



0 
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Date: 8/19/65 



Transmit the loLowing in 

I 

Via AIR^EL 



(Type in plaintext or codr) 



(Priority) 



1 



TO: 01 HECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (44-313) 

EUGENE THOMAS, et al.; 

VIOLA LIUSZO. et al. - VICTIMS 

CR - EL . . 



He Tarapa teletype 6/17/65. 

Transmitted herewith for the Bureau and recipient 
offices air copies of the following news clippings which have 
appeared -jm the press in this division concerning the reported 
presence nl GARY ROWE in Tampa; 

"'ti'mpa Tribune" 8/19/65 
J i'mpa Tifnes" «/tt>/G5 
'St. Pete\^b>^j rfjr.cs" 8/18/65 




•5> 



/3? Burea 
1 SAC, 
1 SAC, 
1 SAC, 
1 SAC, 
1 Tampa 
JFS:KH 
(3) 



u (»nc.-3) (RM) 

Sp» Francisco (personal attention) (44-609*. (enc.-3) (RM) 
Birmingham (personal attention) (44-1236) (enc.-3) (RM) 
Mobile (personal attention) (44-1245) (RM) (enc.-3) 
Savrnnah (personal attention) (enc.-3) (RM) 



\&fcpxoved: 

Vv> AUG ^P c qioI Agent in Charge 

... /aft 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoca Btlow) 



jftT/a|i Lawyer Says FBI 'Spy' 
Living It Up in Tampa 



.The aH ornev for the Ala- 
bama Ku Klux Klan' and 1m' 
Collie LeRny Wilkins charged 
with the murder of a white 
civil rights worker, said yes- 
terday in Birmingham that an 
FBI undercover accnt who 
testified against Wilkins has 
been located in Tampa. 

Joseph F. Sanioiana. agent 
in charge of the Tampa FBI 
office said: "I don't know- 
Any thing about R." 

Pressed for farther informa- 
tion, Santolana persisted fae 
simply didn't know aofthlae 
bout It. 



sb 



I The undercover a pent, Gary 
jhomat Bowe, 31, testified at 
Wilkins' trial last May thai 
bp was in the car when Wil- 
kins and two other men firrri 
on and killed Mrs. Violet Ll- 
uiio of Detroit. 

Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights 
worker, was driving a car in 
Lowndes County, Ala., return- 
ing a Negro from a civil 
rlgbts demonstration in 
Relma. 

Rowc was a surprise wit- 
ness in the triai of wilkins 
which ended is • hung jury 

because two of the Jurymen 
said they could not believe 
Howe because he bad said he 

had Joined the Klan, takrn 
Klan o a t h s "of secrecy and 
was violating his oath by testi- 
fying at the trial. 

A Hew trial tmr lVllkln« h 
scheduled Repl. n la II syncs- 
Tllle. Ala. 

Since the trial Bowe 
dropped out of slghi. 

Yesterday, Matt Murphy 
who defended Wilkin?, said in 
Birmingham that Bowe had 
been located in Tampa — "liv- 
ing tike » lord and roaminc 
the sands , eating chicken anH 
steaks — filet miRdCrr: 



,_ Murphy also sai d. si* TBI 
agents we're guarding Bowe 
round the clock and "costing 
the taxpayers tl*0 a day." 

Murphy said he has a suit 
against Bowe to be heard in 
a JrUerson Co nty court Sept. 
7 for the collection of back 
attorney fees. 

Murphy did not explain how 
hr received his Information 
that Bowe was is Tampa. 

Howe testified he had been 
an undercover agent for the 
FBI for five years and had 
*>ccn paid by the government 
Purine that lime, that his in- 
structions were to infiltrate 
•Klan and Communist groups. 

It was pointed out by a fed- 
eral employe yesterday lh*t 
it would be a natural' thing 
for the FBI to exard Bowe. 

In the first place he is one 
of them and is a federal em- 
ploye who might possibly be 
In dancer of his life from 
members of the Klan. 

Wilhnat Rtwf'j testimony 
Ihe state of .Alabama weald 
not hare as fight a case 

apainsl Wilkins. Howe was as 
eye- witness, ridinjr In the ear 
fT«m which the shots were 

fired. 

The FBI has been engaged 
in Investigating civil lights 
violations for some time and 
Ihe Justice Department, 

iinfief Wnitri the hUff MU ftp- 

rrates, Is charged with enfore- 
Inc civil rich t * laws under the 
J %3 Cuil B ights Act. 
— s — » 
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(Indies!* poQa, Bam* of 
BOwapapor, city and stat*.) 



liLThe Tampa Tribune 
Tampa , Florida 



Dator AugUSt 19, 19(> 
E&i l too i 



Ediior:James A. Clcndin 

Tltlo: 



Character: 
or 

Claoai ft cotton: 

5«h«iitiB« oi(ic«: Tampa 

\ ) t\Mnt» lTV**sU»o4»a 
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(Mount Clipping In Spec* Below) 
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Mum on faffc 
Informer Here 

Joseph F. Santnisna. special 
agent In charge of the FBI In 
Tampa, today said he "knew 
nothing" concerning reports 
FBI informer Gary Thomas 
Rowe was under heavy guard 
is Tampa. 

Bo we originally had been 
accused, along with three other 
members of the Ku Klux Klan. 
with the slaying of a civil 
right* worker, Mrs. Viola 
Uuzzo. shortly after she took 
part in the March 25 Sel ma- 
Montgomery civil rights march. 

Howe testified against one of 
the accused men. klansman Col- 
lie Leroy Wilklns, and told the 
court Wilkins was the trigger 
man. The trial ended in a hung 
Jury, and s new one is, sched- 
uled for Sept. 27. 
, The report Rowe Is In Tamps 
came from klan attorney Mail 
H. Murphy, who said six FBI 
men were guarding him around 
the clock. 



(Indicate page, naa« el 
newspaper, city and stats.) 



The Tampa Times 
Tampa , Fla . 



August 18, X965- 

EAueai 
Aether: 

Editor: Tj ennGtt DeLoach 

Title: 



Character: 
or 

Classification-. 
Submitting Office: 



Tampa 



Y") lining Invoatlqat** 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoc« B«low) 
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Informer * 
Rowe Said 
In Tampa 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (VPl) - 
Matt H> Murphy, attorney for 
tjie Ku Kiux Klan, said yesirr- 
day FBI informer Gary Thorn** 
Rowe, who testified against a 
Idansman on trial lor the mur-i 
<fer of a dvil rights worker, te 
:tn Ttinpa, Fla., under heavy 
guard; , 

IMurphy said six FBI agent? 
#ere guarding Rwe around the 
dock "costing the taxpayer* 
1180 a day." 

* _* t* e.«»^i-,~- i 

to Charge oi the FBI InJTamna. 
fold the St. Petersburg Times, 
"I don't know anything a haul 
It." 

Murphy said his suit againsl 
Rowe ta colirct a lawyer's f<-r 
has been srt in Jeflerwn Cnwn 
ty Court Sept 7. Rowe original- 
ly was accused with three Ku 
Kiux Klansmen in connect mn 
with the murder oi Mrs. VHa 
Uuao shortly after she look 
part in the March 25 Selma-W- 
Montgomery civil rights march. 

However, ft turned out Rowe 
Joined the Klan to inform the 
FBI, and charges against him 
were dropped. Rowe testified at 
the Hayneville murder trial of 
KTansman Collie Leroy Wilkin* 
that Wilkins was the trigger- 
man. 

The trial enQcd in a hung jury 
and a new trial was set lor 
Sept 71 in Haynevillr. The i 
other accused Klansmen. Eug 
ene Thomas and William Eaton, 
have yet to be tried. *H -three 
say they are innocent. 
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(Indicate pa««, n«n»o ot 
nvwspapor, city and •late.) 



m S t, Petersburg Tim/- 
St. Petersburg, Via 

^ August 18 f 1965 

Edit loot 
Aatbor: 

editor: Court land Anders i* 

Till*: 



or 

Cla««lUc«tloa: 

s«bMttu»f oi«c«: Tampa 
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8/25/65 
I - Mr. Bines 
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To! SAC, Mobile (44*1245) 

Fromi Director, FBI ( 44 -28 GO 1) 

VIOLA 4.1 USZO, AKA, tTT AL * VICTIMS 

civil niGirrs; election laws 

nouralrtel 8/13/65. 



inclosed berowi 
the trial of Coll ie Lero y 



U\ is a copy of the transcript of 
HTllkins, Jr., at Hajnevilla, 



Review this transcript and furnish those portions 
port incut to the testimony of Gary Tho^ noj&Mfl. to Sim Francisco 
purcunDt to Son IranclBco'fc previous 'request. Mobile maintain 
tho balnnco of the transcript in your offioe for possible use 
of Agonti who may be called upon to testify at a future trial* 



Euclosm j 

1 - San frnncicco (44-609) 
1 - Dirmir-hftm (44-1236) 



J 



REC-S7 



to AUG «*i 1965 




JWH/ral • ' _ ; 

NOTE: In response to the request of the San Francisco Office that 
the informant be allowed to review his testimony in the previous 
trial of Collie Leroy Wllkins for the murder of Mrs* Viola Lluzzo, 
before lie is called upon to testify at the retrial currently 



* Cupy of the transcript w*S obtainea iroD 



5,111. a» 



Tro*i*f 

7>l». Boo" 



Mr. St, John Dnrrett of the Civil Eights Division, Since Agents al 
testified at the trial, Mobile will maintain the balance of the 
1. transcript in order that Agents who testified at the former trial 

— may bo able to review their testimony prior to testifying In a f uti 
Z trial i»» order to refresh their memories, Gary Thomas Howe Is our 

— inf ormni 1 vho has been relocated to San Francisco, Due to the deatl 

— of : Defense Attorney Matt Murphy, the retrial bow scheduled for 
9/27/65 will likely be post pone^jis^a new defense attorney has not 



yet been name^*^?^ 1 * * 



V4'H\ 



vC^ y 



GunJy P£ *•! J TF.LETYPr. UNIT L_ 

t i i j w I uo J 



□ 



T 



* o 

8/^765 

GENERAL INVESTIGAl^E DIVISION 

This case eaacerns the murder of civil 
rights workert Viola Liuzzo near Selma, 

A 1 n t»-» n O /<ft: /cc itir~.i-L % m 1 ai 

-nauouja, %>/ £*>/ uj, JVlcttL lVlUipny WeU> me 

defense attorney for three Klansmen, 
including CollleJLeRoy Wilkins, who were 
charged with murdering Liuzzo. Matt 

tTrui^uj wao Milieu ui *ui rtULumuuiit? a-cciueru. 

near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 8/20/65. 

Art Hanes when mayor of Birmingham, 
was politically affiliated with Bull Caraio^ 

fnrmPr Pnlipo (~* r>m r>-» 1CC1 rvn t> r r\f Hirm ?V»nrV-« m 
tu*.u*v>* a v&Avrw vvuii>tu/w*uuv« vu urn' I ■ I ■ I ifc 1 1 a 1 1 1 

and extreme segregationist. 
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FBI BlRMGHAM 
I HAVE TWO 



f 



FBI BIRHWAN 

329 PM CST 

URGENT JGA 

TO DIR^jZTOR 44-1285 ' 

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1236 (P> IP 

O 



ii. r. ■ ./'An^.'ir of ii/pi. r 
CV/fV "iWIIUNS S.CU0N 

/■lift 24 1965 
TELETYPE. 



for**} /f'* 



EUGENE THOMAS; ETAL| VIOLA LlUZZO, -AKA; ETAL - VICTIMS. Cftr-H-. 
DURING BRIEF CONFERENCE HELD EIGHT FORTYFIVE A.M. y INSTANT, 




BETWEEN SA 



BIRMINGHAM ATTORNEY ART HANES (FORMER b -/<^ 

firref'irrf 



FBI AGENT AND FORMER MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM) % AND -USA- HACO}; L# WEAVER 
CONCERNING ANOTHER CASE, ART HANES WAS OVERHEARD TO MENTION TO USA 
WEAVER THAT HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED TO DEFEND COLLIE LEROY WILKINS IN 
HAYNEVILLE, ALABAMA, NOW THAT MATT MURPHY IS DEAD, HANES STATED HE i 
HAS GIVEN THIS MATTER A LOT OF CONSIDERATION AND BELIEVES THAT j 
WILKINS IS ENTITLED TO A DEFENSE IN THIS HATTER. HE STATED FURTHER 
THAT HE HAD NOT AS YET DECIDED WHETHER HE WOULD DEFEND HIM AND HAS 
NOT AS YET MADE ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT TO THAT EFFECT* THE ABOVE , 
IS SUBMITTED FOR BUREAU'S INFORMATION, N r 

AIRMAIL COPY JO MOBILE. V ' Wtfi & V&Pl — 1/ I 

END AND HOLD ft in ' ' , — 

i . / • . > e 7 

! ( .' ' • • ~ .,-7- 

CORRieSIW.-tihB: |jggRD-10-SHL-D-BE--KrtCON" - , ; 
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FBI j 

Date: ( 8/28/65 j 

' i | 

Transmit the ffllowing in ____ ' r j - * ■• • t 

(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 

V<n' AlfTEL AIRMAIL - ' 



lit the'fillc 

aiIti 



(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-286Q1W t >v \ 

FROM : j. p(j SAC f BIRMINCHAMf(44-133G) (Pj> J* 

SUBJECT: EUGENE THOMAS^ ET AL. i * 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, a*a: ' ^ s 

ET AL - VICTIMS VU .*'i»ifti| i 

cr - il ' v * ? i f f i*?ici ; i? U ; # ij 

J» >; »■: ; : .* ,. t i . » ■ tJ 

(OO: MOBILE) «l *:;.| i^M 1 * 

Re Mobile airt el to Blrninghai dated 8/l2/#5. j / 
captioned "COLLIE LEROY WJLKIN3; >RM" f ,BH <1$7-*1159. jAS^ 

\U .... \ *.-*?.. sr.. , v«: I 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination reflecting 
the feelings of ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR., Circuit Solicitor, 
Greenville, Alabama, regarding the revocation of WILKINS* 
federal probation. -« 

Two copies of LHLf are being furnished the Mobile 
Office. Copy of LHM is also being furnished the USA, Birmingham 



• i ; *; ._ 

CP- Bureau ClW mW0f3k\ "jP SiS^^T^ 



2 - Mobile (Enc. 2) (44-1245) . j 
2 - Birmipr;ITam 

(1 - H-1236) 

(1 - 157-1159) r 
NPS:hss y-. v w 

(7) - 4°}:'/'*A*'*> 




Agent In Charge 



5 

X 



Sent , M Per 



P o 

UN > STATES DEPARTMENT OF "ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1400 - 2121 Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 
August 28,1665 

j ** 



RE: EUGENE THOMAS; 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 
COLLIE LEROT WlLltlNS, JR. 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM 
LEROT JEROME MO TEN - VICTIM. 



Mr. Arthur Gamble, Jr. , Circuit Solicitor, 
Greenville, Alabama, who was the prosecuting attorney 
in the trial of Collie Leroy filklns, Jr. at Hayneville, 
Alabama, advised that be bad discussed the Matter con- 
cerning the revocation of frilkins' probation with 
Assistant U. S. Attorney ft. Macey Taylor while in 
Birmingham, Alabama, during the Alabama Bar Convention 
In July 1965. Be stated it had been agreed that any 
federal action against Wiikins to revoke his probation 
at this time would possibly jeopardize any chance of a 
conviction In Lowndes County, Alabama. 




V 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the tBI and is loaned to vour agency] It 
and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES CO NMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 
FROM 



Mr 



WLoac|^>^ 




DATE: 8-24-65 



subject: ARTHUR j/llANES < : 
FORMER FBI AGENT 

FORMER MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

The United Press International under dateline of August 22nd at 
Birmingham, Alabama, reported that the captioned was one of the pallbearers at 
the funeral of Matt H. Murphy, Jr. , the Ku Klux Klan attorney who defended the three 
KLansmen accused of killing Mrs. Liuzzo on March 25. 1965. 





The article reported that former Birmingham mayor Art Hauerwas 
"near tears throughout the ceremony. 11 tt also speculated that Hanes may replace 
Murphy as Klan attorney and as such would defend the three Klansmen accusedof^ 
murdering Mrs. Liuzzo at their new trial scheduled for September 27th. /XrfiAty**)' 
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Date: 8/26/65 



Transmit the To^ owing in 

„ . airIel 

Via 



AIRMAIL 



(1 Yl'c in plaintext or eodr) 
I 



(Priority) 




TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



.r. . -\ * 

DIRECTOR, FBI {Jii-286oij ' ; ! », S 
SAC j MOBILE (44-12^5 )(F) V % M 1 vJr 

EUGENE THOMAS, fcT- ALj f - : * t ■ > . - . , 

VIOLA LIUZZO/ Aka) ET AL - . VICTIMS. ' 

I 



- . V « f v. 



ReBuairtel- 8/25/65. 'V''J^V V ^*M * p - 

The transcript br' the 'trial of COLLIE LEROlMlLKINS, 
JR. at Haynevilie, . Ala. , 5/3/65 =afl mentioned, in reair^ej. notr • ■ 
received by Mobile. Please ^orWa|*d 4 M i * - > t 

... . > — ■■ ■ • I :S*V, 

■ V • ' - . ■ rj?irti::;.J\ TM'r '....1. ^ 

• t ... -< v y : iff n « 



<_3- - Bureau 
2 - Mobile 
DWH-pr 
(5) 



r ■ 



U7 



1* 



If- 




I G6str 



Approved 



Special Agent In Charge 



Sent 



M 



Per 
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fbi MOBIL 
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1 * 



10*25 AN CSJ 
TOt 



URGENT 9/21/65 



LLO 



DIRECTOR (44-28601 ), BIRMINGHAM AND SAN FRANCISCO 

\ ^ > '- ■* • 



Mr. I'- f< 

Mr. • 't 
Mi. f 

Tlr. j. 

Mi. . __ 
Hi. 

>It. ■■ . T : 

Mr. j ^Vf/? 

M:. 4 

Air. . 

»i f. I • , 

M : . . *.b . I 
Mifac Uendy , 



2P 



EUGENE 



^YTOIIAS, 



.5 



t * 



ETAL. VIOLA LIUZEO, t*AL - VICTIMS. CR, tt. - *1 \7 



*■ r 



n- it 



ON NIGHT SEPT. T*ENTr LAST CIRCUIT SOLICITOR ARTHUR BAUBLE, 



I 



GREENVILLE, *LA., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA SPENCER H. AOBBjTgf u f 
RETRIAL OF COLLIE LEROT VILKINS HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR VEDNKSfifcf » f \ 
SEPT. TWENTY NINE NEXT. 



c 



o 

t 




CLOSE LIAISON WILL BE MAINTAINED WITH GAMBLE AND BUREAU KEPT 

r > 

ADVISED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. V*,> 

END AND ACX PLS " . ? " ' ' ; * J " „'* 

WA HRV ^* v 



fBI WASH DC 

BH BH ARE U THERE 
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DECODED COPY 



Oatpn 

fl Comod 

/ fall — y/lH 

1/ VSfcz: 



□ AIRgRAM □ CABLEGRAA^qqc RADIO □ TELETYPE 



• t i 



R- 

URGENT/9-PO-65 6:j6 PM |, 

TO DJ^ECTOR, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE AND TAVP/W ? 

FR0fa SAN FRANCISCO 20201*9 5* 

p,.F^^,7t H 2 MAS » ? T VJLOLA LIU2Z0, tfjAL - VIC*>sfr 

Sj k SOUTHERN PAPER HAS 'PRINTED THAT DEFENSE A TT ( 0 ftH£ Y r-tf ANE S 

?IS NOt GOING TO ASK FOR A TRIAL DELAY AND THAt> TrVaI^ If ILL 

' 6£G IB ^SEPTEMBER '27,. NEXT. 'V v *~ f * •>'■*&'**. *t **$;%*lif* 





.1 

* Sj, 



RECEIVED: 7:20 PM RTS 



REEVED TO BINGHAM, MOB. IX. 

7ofer^ 

If the intelligence contained in the above w**$afe i* tn hi ditteminoMd Old* id* tjhe B&eou, ft i* BMggeitmd that k ft* nultably 
paraphrased in order In protect the Bureau'* cryptographic i.viUm. f ^ p, • $f ---v ^ . g ^ ' . ' 



» A. 



; ,v ^ . 
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9/22/65 




CODE 



URGENT 



TO 8ACS, MOBILE, BIRMINGHAM AND SAN FRANCESCO 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI \ 1 ' ' 

:n/4bomas, bt Ali tiod^i 



1 - Mr. Hines 



/<2 



EUGE) 



THOMAS, ST ALj t IOLA LSUZZO, At - YICjUSj 



CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAw6. 



C 



»* ...1 



RE MOBILE TEL TO DIRECTOR i BIRMINGHAM AND BAN ttANCISCO 

SEPTEMBER TWENTY-ONE, BlXTYFIVB. . 1 

,. * 

THE STATEMENT OF ALABAMA ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 0 ENSEAL JOS 
BRECK GANIT THAT HI IS ATTEMPTING TO GET A CONTINUAKCf IX WE 
WILKINS CASE BUT DOUBTS THAT Hi WILL fefi SUCCESSFUL 



o o 



XOTf^^ The state murder trial of Collie' LeRoy Wilkins 

I " and possibly the ether two subje cts for the snoo f , : f ll 'l{ 

ofWiola Liuzzo has been set for 9/29/65 , •^^^^■P^^^^l^ 





a bam a Assistant Attorney General Gantt has advised 
state Attorney Generals Office had taken over these 
two cases from the circuit' solicitor Joe Gaable and would. .J* 
attempt to obtain a continuance In both takes but that he ' 

doubte< 
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it 
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■**[. C*6pm l ^ 

>■ Conra d 
?r. F«)t ~ 

Oh ^ 
f r. Rf 

> fulfil 



4t44PM PDST URGENT 9-23-65 CAN 
^GLDlRECTCMli (44-28601) AND ROBILfc (44-1245) 
FROTsSAN FRANCISCO (44-609) IP 

^ "• 1 ' ft i 

EUGENE THOMAS, ET ALj VIOLA LIUZrO**AKA ET AL DASH* VICTIMS?* 3 
CR DASH EL. . 




... DASH .VICTIMS, * T * ♦ J:.- 



MOBILE SITT EL BUREAU 
TRIAL. 



END 

VA...MSE 

FBI HASH DC 

M0...VFP 

FBI MOBILE 
TU CLR 
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f fe 4* iv.! p lb hilt * ib iHOTf 
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9/23/65 TELET yp E VFP 

■ nr.. *.<* i 

TO MKECTOR /44-28601/ BIRMINGHAM AND SAN FRANCISCO / 44-6 

_ ^ — ^ ...,■»-■.,•:.,.. Mr. FdU- 

IM*0BILE / 44-1245/ v ^ ; • ^ / P 1 ^^' 



IOMAS# ET ALI VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA ET DASH VICTH 



EL 



.'V 




Hr. Tnls">n 

Mr* Belmont— 

Ht. V6hrl; 

Mr, M^boach — 

Hr/ CtVitn 

Mr. Vrf^ jhun 



Mr/feowm 

^r^TroUer, 

TUe. RoomJ 

Mi** Gtndj 



REBUTEL THIS DATE AND SF TEL THIS DATE. tl" v S*V£jh 



*»E BR ECK ? GAN TT# ALA AAG THIS DATE ADV I $Ed] THAT * 



MOST *XIOUS TO OBTAIN CONTINUANCE IN BOTH COLEMAN AND WILKINS W \ - 



CASES 
ARE MADE 



/AND/WILLIE NO Mri^ KNOW.ED15E UN^XL AFTER WTIWi^ 
AOE AND RULtD:UPON NIN% : TKENTY SEVEN SlXtYf IVE Iff GlRfU^Tj 




* *««» 'nHm*M^$Wi\ 

7 ~ 




SEP 



1** 



URGENT , ilf *\/M/S V>> ^4." Wft 




TOBiRECTORT-BIRHINQHAM AND T.AHPA iX *•»• f * 
jfcOH MOBILE /44-l24fc&J^_ „, ? ^ ^M^*jf A ,**$ 




.^ffWIAS, 



EUGENE 
■•.CR EL. 

' . REMOTEL THIS 




! BK VCR 




o 



o 



r 




I 




*MK Trotter - 



w m n » • p* 



Mr. T^f^Ni— 
I'.t. Prltjf»ot — 
hi j M"hr_ — 
Mi . !'• l->«fcll— 
Mr. tas!*r_~ 

ferl Corrmi— 
ilt, if Jim 



Rulmci 



TOt 



FROM* - ' ' MOBILE- <44 
. EUGENE^OMAS 

v ' R 



DIRECTOR (44-2fi60i >J hiftuni/iui-'f.^.i*,!.^^^ 
TAMPA 




EWOTEL SEPTEHBERf'TVENnSEJ^N-SlXtTIJIVI 




IN BOTH 



w J v , >W uung i tnrurwfji ^jj L5 rKAI HI N8 ORDER* ^ f ^ 



AND INStANT CASE HELplmUSDC, 



MONTGOMERY, ALA • » 4 JH IS' ; ^^TE, .CIRCUIT ^COURT or> AJ^^LS jdnaE* 
RICHARD t/ RIVES, ? WHO HEARD CASE ^N totti^ 

JOHNSON. JR * ; DruTrnV^U J, i~ L V H^Mll 



JOHNSON, JR./DENIEDlnonojl BT^Ctll A^^Cf 




* ■ >li • < ' 4.-- ■ ' * 1 1 — " ~ + ' 



o 



1 • . 




r^4~^J&^ tit 




o 



o 



'EBETYP 



PLAINTEXT 



TO SAC BIRMINGHAM 

*% i 



FROM DIRECTOR 

EUGENE 
DASH VICTIMS 



<9 P 



URGENT 




»• » mm . . 

SNE THOMAS RO^E; feT \AL ;j VIOLA twZZo' AJU/ Et^L* 

RETPTEL NINE TTONTY fOUR^ f f H* 
• BIRMINGHAM INSURE tERTmENT INTOimAtlON^RE^^^ 
FURNISHED MOBILE AND INSTRUCT MOBILE TQ p^DUTEL^ JM* ^ J • \ 
ADVISE BUREAU AND TAMPA* WHEN TRIAL DATE S£X ^ fiU ' >t* ' " 1 

■ steak 



J. * 1 '•'»-►■ • (C5IW. Mr;.- y K>riwrai 
1,14 , i u.s. nti'A.ijjjffaf justjk 

U i f .• "WMUNICATIONSSEDTOH 





•MAIL 





GENERAL INVESTlGAx. ' H DIVISION 
The trial of Collie LeRoy Wilklns 
for the shooting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo 
3/25/65, is set for 9/29/65^ 



o 



Hayneville, ^abama, on state indictments. 

The Department will be advised of 
information in attached and their 
recommendation regarding furnishing our 
reports in the Coleman case will be 
followed, 






V 




•tt 1: 



. ... * wv.i.u.^'.u. -..-l^JLuj: 'A + ; 




25* : • i^iS^fc^V?* *>-^g^S^ST' 



FBI MOBILE 

4 r 

?43 PM Csk URGE 
TO DIR^CTOR^BI 



u s.' r 'c; n- 1 F'^'wiw 
^ r i TID65 




URGENT 9/21/65 VFP 
DI^^CT^Ri^BIRMlNGHAH AND SAN FRANCISCO 
FROM MOBILE /f4-1243/ 



EUGENE THOMAS , ETAL. 
RIMOTEL THIS DATE* 




VIOLA UUZZO, ETAL-VICTIMSJ JCft f JB^-f^ 



AT FIVE TEN PM THIS DATE JOE BRECK GANTT, ASSISTANT <M t J A 



STATE 



it ri 

^A 

? DA 



ALA., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA 
ON THI? DATE ^'RICHMOND FL OVERS HAD RELIEVED CIRCUIT SOLJCIl^R 
ARTHUR GAMBLE OF HIS DUTIES AS PROSECUTOR .IN THE >CASES «Of £ * g 





COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, ETAL, 

LOWNDES COUNTY, ALA,, AND HAD ASSIGNED THE PROSECUTION OF JUL 
TWO CASES TO^feANfT. GANTT STATED HE IS SOtNG TO ATTEMPT Ttff GE* 
A CONTINUANCE* IN BOTH CASES BUT HAS DOUBTS OF BEING SUCCESSFUL 
IN GETTING dphTI NUANCE IN THE WILKINS. ETAL CASE, ALTHOUGH EXPECTS 
CONTINUANCE I 



CASE* GANTT STATED DESIRES COPIES OFttlSc^ 
REPORTS IN VlLKIKS, ET AL CASE, AS WELL IsJgggJClSL. ME lAS^jj^" 



END PAGE ONE 




rr; 



B SEP £7 1965 
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5lOCTiTT^ 
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PAGE TWO K ^ 

ADVISED ALL INFORMATION WHICH COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE BY FBI ' , 
WAS GIVEN TO GAMBLE IN WILKINS CASE flHHBiHil^V ' 
^^^^^^^^HBBHH^BOh^^ QANTT STATED STATUSfc>7c 
OF WITNESSES FOR WILKINS CASE SHOULD REMAIN THE SAME AND IF » ' * >~ 
CONTINUANCE GRANTED HE WILL IMMEDIATELY CONVEY INFROMATION TO Vtt * 
FBI SO TRAVEL OF WITNESSES CAN BE STOPPED. ' . , 

BUREAU 'WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. A * i 



END 

WA » , »MSE 

FBI WASH DC 
BH WCR 
FBI BIRWGHAM 
SF R;LH 
FBI SAN FRAN 
TU ALL CLEARP 



I- 



r 



!0' i l-i..it l : 



i T 
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V! 1 



FBI 



FBI MoTBTCe 

2*35 PM CST URGENT 



... *. 




9/29/65 FBW 



TO: 



DIRECTOR <44-2860l> 
MOBILE C44-124S4 *■ Pi 




St ' 




EUGENE THOMAS* ET ALi VIOLA LIUZZO, AKA,. tT AL • * 

1 _ 



VICTIMS* CR, EL« . .i f ♦ , 1 ■ * " , f / * ;" - f -'• 

- , REBURAD# NINE TWENTY EI GtfT. INSTANT* * * ' c ^ *' 

' '•'.*■■* '4* J 
IN REGARD TO SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM ISSUED tO SA ROBERT ' j 

L. FRYE MOTION TO QUASH AND HEARING WAS HELD $IN STAN T DATE 
AND MOTION TO QUASH WAS GRANTED • 





END 
WA. . . 



\ . 




61 



FB I , W^S H DC 



f ■ s 



U 4 



f V 



- * ' 4 ft ■ " 



4 * *" 
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FBI MOBILE 
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642 PM CST URGENT 9/29/65 VFP 

TO BUREAU /44-28601/, BIRMINGHAM /44-1236/AND TAMPA /44-3l£/ - * JlS** ' 



FKOM MOBILE /44-1245/ 



i - 



it 



EUGENE THOMAS? "ETAL, VlOLA LlUZZO, AKA ETAL DASH VICTIMS ' t. ' 




CR EL. 

REMOTEL SEPTEMBER TWENTYNINE INSTANT. 



i 4 



CIRCUIT JUDGE THAGGARD, LOWNDES COUNTY ALA AFTER CONFERENCE 

CD 



WITH PROSECUTION AND DEFENCE ATTORNEYS POST PONED TRIAL "OF ItygJANT * • ' j 




V fa 



CASE UNTIL OCTOBER EIGHTEEN NEXT. 

BUREAU AND BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS TO TAMPA J 




RE0 22 



♦ * 



• It * i S ' ' i 



r Jl. OCT 6 t965 . j 



. i 



* . . * 



* 



7 ? ^s^^ijf;^^^ 



MAY tmt E.DITIOM 
•«A UN me. MO. 17 



o 



UNITED STATES GO ~ NMEN1 

Memorandum 



TO 



| : Di nn iB r , FBI (44-28601) 

froj^ ^ SA « Birmingham (44-1236) (P) 

subject: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; 
VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; 
\ ET AL - VICTIMS 

CR 



date: 10/5/65 



At regular weekly meeting of Eastview Klavern 
Number 13, United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, on Sep t ember2j^l965 ,* which was attended 
by 17 members, including^^^^^^^fcthe topic of the forth- £}d 

coming trial of COLLIE LEROYWILKINS was discussed from the 
floor. 

Exalted Cyclops EUGENE REEVES stated he had Recently 
received a summons to appear at the trial in Hayneville, 
Alabama. It was stated that ROBERT THOMAS , Great Titan, 

was also due to be there, but he did not sav whethpr or not 
he had rcnrived nn 





No further discussion on the trial was aad« at 

the East view Klavern meeting. 



2-»ureau (KM) 
2-Jobilo (R?I) 

(6) 

Sacrum 



REC-15 
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910 PM,CST URGENT 10/12/65 VFP ; ! v 

TO DIRfcCTOR /44-28601/, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND SAN FRANCISCO m 

7 — < ^ , i 

/ROM MOBILE /44«>1245/ - J>>«- 




EUGENE THOMAS) ET AL| VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA • | ET AL y 
VICTIMS* CR EL. » 



0 



FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU , CIRCUIT, SOLICITOR ARTHUR UT( - t . 

GAMBLE. JR.. GREENVILLE. ALA.* CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED ON . 

•_ « 

OCTOBER ELEVEN ♦ LAST, THAT JUDGE T. VERTH THAGARD HAD INSTRUCT- 

i * , ^ 

ED HIM TO^BE PREPARED TO PROCEED WITH COLLIE LERQY WILKINS TRIAL 
ON OCTOBER EIGHTEEN , NEXT. €*AD HAS BEEN REMOVED r FROM THt CASE 
BY ALA. ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHMOND FLOWERS, BUT HE UNDERSTANDS 
THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL -6 REPRESENTATIVE PLANNING TO ASK FOR 
CONTINUANCE OF TRIAL IN VIEW OF LOCAL. RACIAL' SITUATION AND .■ 

I ♦ > 4 

APPARENT CRITICISM OF HANDLING Qt CASE INVOLVING THOMAS .L. 
COLEMAN IN HIS SHOOTING Of JONATHAN DANIELS IN HAYNEVILLE , 

au. . \ .f v* : *'\ . ' ' • r 

ADDED IT IS HIS OPINION TRIAL SHOULD BE HELD AT THIS ; I 
TIME. HE ANTICIPATES JUDGE THAGARD ORDERING HIM TO PROCEED 
WITH CASE AFTER'REMOVAW OF WE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL FROM 

CASE, AS HAPPENED IN ^OLEMAN|TRl AL * Kt& " ^ AS&O/ ' 

— f 1 » OCT 15 1965 

END PAgE ONE.... CORR LINE 7 §ORD ? SHOULD -BE-"SAID * . 



/ 




o 



PAGE TWO 

tlj ASKED THAT GOVERNMENT WITNESSES, INCLUDING GARY THOMAS 



ROVE, £AB EXPERTfB^oOiiiUllv BIRMINGHAM FBI AGENTS WH 
TESTI Fl EU— PREVIOUS TRIAL, AND VOUCHER SECTION EMPLOYEE WHO 
TESTIFIED AS TO PAYMENTS MADE TO ROWE * , 

BE ALERTED FOR TRAVEL TO BE IN HAY NEVILLE ON OCTOBER NINETEEN, NEXT FOR 
TESTIMONY. HE SAID IF TRIAL IS HELD, MONDAY WILL BE TAKEN UP WITH 
SELECTION OF JURORS AND LOCAL WITNESSES IF TESTIMONY IS TAKEN ON 
THAT DATE. HE ALSO REQUESTED THAT LE ROY MOTON ; WHO IS PRESENTLY 
ON STAFF AT A FREEDOM SCHOOL IN CRAWFORDVI LLE , GA , BE NOTI- 
FIED TO BE AVAILABLE ON SHORT NOTICE FOR TRIAL* HE WILL MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR LOCAL FBI AGENT TO BE NOTIFIED ON MONDAY,, * 
IF TRIAL IS TO PROCEED. BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES WILLL 
BE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY UPON RECIEPT OF THIS INFORMATION.^ • 



ATLANTA DIVISION, LOCATE AND NOTIFY MOTON. 



BIRMINGHAM AND BUREAU REQUESTED TO ALERT PERSONNEL. P..' 

END ., , 1 * 



WA JMS 

FBI WASH DC V ' 



AT LWG ^ 



FBI ATLANTA $\ r 

BH WCR i 
FBI BIRHGHAM . , ^ . : (tyS/?* ' /" 



i 



SF W! 

FBI SAf FRAN 
TU ALL Cl!EARQUI 




'ft- ! FBI WASH DC 
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A'Jft. liiVlitlT' 



FBI BIRNGHAM 

3*51 PM-4W,RUGENT 10-13-65 DLR 
TO Dlfll^fOR (44-28601) 

M^SAC r BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 



-I 



FRO 




f P'l. R. t 

J Mi. r ' ■ •},"_ 
» Mr Or -jr.- 

i j"»'r. C-n.ai 

f ?..•» It. .« Q_ , 

: , , li—ttr 

' * , T.-!-. Ft-hb 

M ■• i i' , :■■ 



EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; V^y^*^. UilZZO f AK A ; ET AL - 
VICTIMS. CR - EL. ; * ;Vt> -j 

ON THE AFTERNOON OF OCTOBER TWELVE , LAST t MR * PAUL JOHNSTON » 
ATTORNEY FOR GARY tHOMAS HOWE* JR • 9 CALLED THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE 
AND REQUESTED THAT ROVE CONTACT HIM BY PHONE SOMETIME %tXT WEEK IF 
ROVE IS IN ALABAMA FOR THE TRIAL OF COLLIE LEftOY ..VILXINS^ .■-*>-'. 

JOHNSTON STATED HE WISHED TO DISCUSS FURTHER OFFER iioMrV? 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE RE ST0RT ON ROVE. , , • f J ?\ 

UACB ROVE WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO TELEPHONE MR. JOHNSTON 
SOMETIME NEXT VEEK WHILE IN ALABAMA. _ ROVE WILL NOT REVEAL HIS 
SPECIFIC WHEREABOUTS AT THE TIME OF ^^^S^P /// * >' ' ^ 




I 



AIR MAIL COPIES TO MOBILE AN! 



1ND 

WA DLH 

FBI .WASH DC 
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0 (• c 

\i fit' •^* Tj * 



/j) V J^. t B OCT 15 



1965 
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♦ M» T<>1« t >n 



I l\r. Hilmont 

J M» M«»hr _ 
iUitlWMIUJ^J ^TMIUin ' Mr. |.,.^, irh 



FBI MOBILE 



FROM MOBILE (44-1245) 3P 



JEB t 
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« 1 t 





I Mr. Cnriail . _ 
J Mr. Krli 
J Mr. «,>' 

; Mi. Hv:l\isrr i 
j Mr. M v...i I 
! Mr. "j>nj j 

4-10 PM CST URGENT 10-12-65 JEB t > *p -V / liV^f.^' 1 

TO DIRECTOR C44-28S01 > * * • f . < | ^ 1 . jyjY J , * J,5S «>■**/— | 



i 

H — 



EUGENE THOMASf ET„ AL| yiOl* . GREGG LIUZ20, -AXA.f XT, HLf«§ i 
VICTIMS. -^R - EL. < ■ , fj " " 

sa Robert l. frye was delivered a subpoena today at selna v 
-ra requesting his appearance as a witness for the defense inj v 
the forthcoming trial of collie leroy wilkins, october eighteen, , 

NEXT. ' ■ • S'^,^ . » V ■?* ' : V ' 

IT IS BELIEVED DEFENSE ATTORNEY ARTHUR J. HANES *AD*SUBPOENA 

ISSUED TO UTILIZE SA FftYE FOR PURPOSE OF INTRODUCING INFORMATION 



o 



G 



PAGE TWO 





on ft 

INVESTIGATOR RUFUS HEAD HAS ' h 
ALSO BEEN SUBPOENAED BY DEFENSE AND HANES WAS OVERHEARD TALKING 
TO HEAD ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY-NINE! LAST, IN COURTHOUSE, HAYNE* * > i 
VILLE, ALA., REGARDING THIS PARTICULAR. INFORMATION^ ~ 0 \ 

SA FRYE HAS HAD NO OTHER CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED CASE* i.,, * 
FROM AN INVESTIGATIVE STANDPOINT* AND ONLY HANDLED ADMINISTRA- ♦ • 
TION OF CASEl 

■ ' * \ . '< 
it * * 

fc*)*t -r < S'fr s fct^flr A1! ^' kC d ;s tp »ct b r 

THIS NATTER WAS DISCUSSED WlTHHUISA-j. 0. SENTELL, -NDAi'j- ambama 

I'-'M States fir.ncy ^ * . * 

HONTGOHERY, ALA,, TODAY IN ABSENCE OF -USA ^ BEN HARDEMAN, WHO^IS : 
UNAVAILABLE UNTIL OCTOBER SIXTEEN, NEXT, j > rtf]' \ 
SENTELL SIATED HE HAD PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITY 

United SUtcs A ' .- 

OF SA FRYE TESTIFYING WITH *ISA HARDEMAN, AND THEY HAVE NO ^ ^ - 

OBJECTION TO TESTIMONY THAT IS COMPETENT AND RELEVANT! THAT S A 
FRYE 




O G 



r 



PAGE THR 

WITH SA FftYfi^A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE USA'S OFFICE SHOULD Bfc 
PRESENT AT TIME OF CONFERENCE. ' 

SUGGEST BUREAU BRING THIS HATTER TO ATTENTION OF DEPT. , 
ATTYS. JANES TURNER AND SAINT JOkN BARRETT, WHO HAVE HANDLED * i 
GOVERNMENT'S CASE IN THIS MATTER IN HDA IN COOPERATION WITH ' 
USA, HDA, ..sj «.:? \ / l£ • ,|^fV \ 

1IACB, SA FRYE WILL APPEAR IN ANSWER tO THE SUBPOENA, *r ^ ' 
HAY NEVILLE, ALA., OCTOBER EIGHTEEN, NEXT.t'p. ' ' ? ; " f ' \i' 

FBI WASH DC / " " ; . 1 1 : " " . * t. ; . . 



o 



G 



Transmit the feUbwTng in 
TELETYPE 



r B I 

Date: 10/13/65 
PLAIN TEXT 



Via ^ 



(1 )pc in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 



(Priority) 



TO DIRECTOR /AIRMAIL//44-286Q1/ , ATLANTA , AND MOBILE /44*-1245/ 

^ ■ L "4 ■ ' « 4 4"* i 1 >•.*■' t 

FROM SAVANNAH /174-7/ *" it " * ' , # 



EUGENE THOMAS; COLLIE LKROY ftLKINS; ST AL; ITIOLA'gREGC LlUZZO, 



AKA.; ET AL - VICTIMS, CR EL. * 



W'l i , ;J .i^i^ 7^7^ 



RE MOBILE TEL | OCT. TWELVE, LAST. 




ADVISED ON OCT. THIRTEEN, INST. , THAT tE ROY MOJON LEFT i'< 



CRAWFORDVILLE, GA. fi ELEVEN P.M., OCT, ELEVEN, LAST , TO , Rfct/URN 

• * - ■ * "■. ■ o * ; v» • ?r ; 

TO SCOPE HOUSE, FIVK SIX THREE JOHNSON AVE. , ATLANTA, -GaV* 3 ' 
MOTON PRESENTLY EMPLOYED AS COOK THERE. » , ii^? 




ATLANTA, HANDLE 



AIRMAIL COPY INST. TEL TO BUREAU. e *4. 

■ » I . w La OCT 1/L ftfcr " i 



■41-28601) (AM)(RM) v. 



WCT:ebiC 




: ^ r 




!■ Sen? 



Special Agent in Charge 



f—M *Per 
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TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT 



Vnow «c*» mo i* 

• U MM MC MO I' 



o 



UNITED STATES GC .NMENT 

Memorandum 



mon 



Rose 




G 



datl October 13. 1965 



/ 



EUGENE TIIOUAS, ET AL; 
VIOLA'-T-IUZZO, AKA , ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



- Mr. 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 

- Mr. 
-.Mr. 



Mohr 
De Loach 
Belmont 
Rosen 
Malley 
McGo*an 
Hines 



r Wilkins'/ 




The retrial Of Collie Leroy Wilklns*' Jr., tor the 
murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzso in Lowndes County. Alabama, on 
3/25/65 is scheduled to take place In the Alabama Circuit Court. 
Hayneville, Alabama, 10/18/65. It will be recalled that when // 



this case was first called for retrial on 9/27/65, Alabama 
Attorney General Richmond Flowers took over prosecution of 
the case from Circuit Solicitor Arthur B. Gamble, Jr» , who 
tried the case initially in May, .1965. The initial jtrifcl 
resulted in a hung Jury. - 



h 

I 
1 




. Gamble asked that Government witnesses, including , 

lour Informant Gary Thomas Rowe, our FBI Laboratory expert who 
J handled examination of t he murder weju2Qja_jind-J2ur,_l{o^ Section 
jemployee who can testify^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^pbe alertedj^7^* 
'for travel^to be in HaynevjMeonjLU/Ty/ooT^Gamblesaid he will 
'notify the local FBI on Monday, 10/18/65,' if trial is to proceed. 
The Government witnesses and Agents requested by Gamble to ! 
te stify have been alerted, however, they will not undertake 
tx;SVeT" until notice is received on Monday, 10/18/65, that 
tMeir testimony Is actually needed on 10/19/65. -* ■ 

4 " ' mm — r~ . 

f .H OCT JO 1965 CONTINUED - OVER 





out 



T 



G 



O 




Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 



In connection with the upcoming trial, SA Robert L. - 
ie of the Selma, Alabama, Resident Agency, received a 
bpoena 10/12/65 commanding his appearance as a witness 
for^tre defendant Collie Leroy Wilkins on 10/18/65. From 
information available it is believed that defense attorney 
Arthur J. Hanes, who is former FBI Agent and adamant 
segregationist:, had the subpoena issued in order to utilize 
SA Frye for the pur no^p of i ntroducj nrr informaiioj 



that Moton was the younG- Kegro boy whoaccomj 
at the time of the shootj *" 




It is noted 
ied Mrs. Liuzzo 




The matter of the receipt of the subpoena by r 
SA Frye was discussed with the U. 6. Attorney *s Office, 
Montgomery, Alabama, and the U, 8* Attorney advised they have 

no objection to testimony of SA Frve tl 




J 



- -/ - ■ VI /SC* ^.-V'- *»--'' » 




AC 



4 

elb 



6 A Frye will appear in answer to the subpoena as 
gestrd by the Department and his testimony will be limited } 
that which is competent and relevant* This matter Is being 
sely followed and you will be advised of developments. ^ * 
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FBI MOBILE 

It AO' ? M CST 10/15/65 



URGENT CCM 



r 0 DIRECTOR, BIRMINGHAM 




MOBILE (44-1245) 



, H f 

i >' "Ml „„, . 

1AM AND SAN FRANCISCO I "fr**'' • '« ft i * , , 
THOMAS { ET AL. VIOLA LlUZZO, AKA.j ET AL-- fa ' ' v 

. cr -"el. ?' ■ : ' ; ^^ 'tl^ ^ik)m 

■ 7* * * i .?■_■ .< ■ ; • ; r 

REBURAD, OCTOBER FIFTEEN, INSTANT. < -'* J* * 

■ fi $ .ii 1 a' " • t ; *<_ 

JOE BRECK GANTT, ASSISTANT TO ATTORNEY GENERAL RICHMOND J 
FLOWERS, ADVISED TODAT THAT HE IS REMOVING COUNTY 'SOLICITOR • I f 



EUGENE^ 
VICTIMS 




ARTHUR GAMBLE FROM TRIAL OF INSTANT CASE 
TRY THE CASE. WILL ASK FOR A CONTINUANCE 

WLL BE DENIED, BUT HE WILL THEREAFTER TRY THE CASE, 4 P. ' ' * " 1 

a *.OCT 18J9B5 j 



:e» XNOwiHa'THftT It t 
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Date: 10/15/65 



(Type in plaintext pr code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



TO 
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SUBJECT 



: DIRECTOR. FBI 
; SAC, MOBILE (44-1245)74 . ,4 I-, 

' ? 1 * iii 1° 

: SAC, ATLANTA (44-1765)? * > * V , \ 1 

CD ■«.*"- >.; t V ifct* 

; . , EUGENE THOMA& : - 4 ' 
. | COLLIE tEROy^WILKINSj 

81 '»;t'i ey!> 



Savannah teletype 



. violA'gK&cFliuzzo, aka: 11? 4 v Oat 'L 
, KT AL - VICTIMS { ' a* A * I f Tl i 

Mobile teletype 10/18/05 land 1 i t " itf 

10/13/65. • < r;?-^Tf -K 



LEROT>?JbTON is presently living and > V * 
worKiiiR in the SCLtTFreedom House, 563 Johnson Ave;/ . i 
m Atlanta, Ga. He was advised to be available on short i 



notice for trial, and he stated that he will notiffr • 
the Atlanta FBI Office if he should do. any travelling j| 
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'CEpeciaJ Aoerrt In Charge 
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GENERAL INVESTIGA' *E DIVISION 

At 2:25 a, m. on 10/19/65, John Doar, 
:ivil Rights Diyj^ipn, advised he received 




he committee, had not returned from trial 
>f Collie Leroy ^vTHkins, Jr. , on 10/18/65, as 
scheduled, WiJkins being retried on state 
nurder charges in connection with shooting of 
VIrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County on 
light of 3/25/65. Trial taking place in ' 
layneville, Alabama. 
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- 10-16- 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

The retjjaj of Collie Leroy WMkins, H 
Tr. for the murder of Mrs. Viola Lii 
expected to commence in State Court, £ 
Hayneville, Alabama, on 10-18-65. * 

Depart ment al Attorney Turner 
mentioned hereln^is coordinating trial for 
the Government. 

State Attorney General's Office plans 
to remove County Solicitor from trial and 
landle the prosecution. 

This matter is being closely followed. 
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FBI MOBILE^ 

7*37 PM C|T 10/15/65 URGENT . CCM 
T0>" DIRECTOR AND BIRMINGHAM 



.v 
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' yFROM MOBILE (44-1245) 



EUGENE THOMAS i ET AL. VIOLA LIUKO, AKA.t ET 
VICTIMS. 9R - EL. I? ., . . \ %\ V \'V 

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY JAMES TURNER HAS, MADE 1 REQUEST* FOR * 




THE JURY .PANEL; IN INSTANT* CASE. ! I ; li? : ) 

HE indices check 'with nVw^iifcA* I ^^^'fis*#M 



A CHECK OF THE INDICES OF 

HE STATES THE RESULTS* OF THE INDICES CHECK VOULoVj^jORALtf! 
GIVEN TO THE PROSECUTOR OF INSTANT CASE IN THE, fcVENTiir Js? '''J 
ASKED FOR. . THE INDICES CHECK INDICATES SOME NINE PERSONS *tl$TEp * ^ 
ON THE VENIRE WHO HAD SOME CONNECTIONS WITH fe I T H £ R JjtH E S * KLANS ) * jj 
UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, A CI TIZfcNS. COUNCIL t 'i)R >ERE £1 JDNE-TIME. 
UNDER INVESTIGATION. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY ADVISES THAT HE, HILL I 
PROVIDE INFORMATION bNLY UPON fcxPRESSED >PPR0VAL\0F" ASSJST/NT 



ATTORNEY 6ENERAL DOAR. P. 
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END AND HOLD 
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10/19/65 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

This njattw concerns the retrial of 
Collie Leroy Wilkin s, Jr., on State murder 
•harges in connection with the shooting of 
4rs. Viola Lfrtzzo in Lowdnes County on 
he night of 3/2§^fi5 which began in State 
Circuit Court, Hayneville, Alabama. Was 
nitially tried on this charge in May, 1965, 
vhich resulted in a hung jury. Trial in this 
natter is being closely followed and you 
vill be kept advised of developments. 
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COMMUNICATIONS $M:nh^ 
OCT 1 8 VF>$ 

TELETYPE 



610 PMTST URGENT 



10/18/65 



DIRECTOR /44-28601/ AND BIRMINGHAM /44-1236/ 
/FROM MOBILE /44-1245/ 1 f- *') 



EUGENE THOMASi E T ALJ VIOLA, GREGG LIUZZO* -AH^W 



victims, jwf. ^r. 




COURT BEGAN TODAY AT NI 
MATTER *T HAYNEVILLe/*^*^ 



INE AMi IN CAPTIONED & iM ^ 

- ENTIRE MORNING TAKEN UP UlTA INTENSIVE 0 UEST 10 NlNG*OF> ! 

EACH JUROR ON VENIRE REGARDING THEIR REELING* CONCERNING , r * 

CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES, MEMBERSHIP 7n*SECRET 'ORGANIZATIONS* 

SUCH AS THE KU liux KLAN, AND THE i R ^SYM P A T H I ES 'j& E GAR DING |tHE 
I tMft rv uuf*Pfl int. ...... . *' " * . * *.**■■' 



KILLING (F WHITES MHO SOCIALIZE AND ARE ACTIVE i IN THE «CIWL 
RIGHTS movement AND ir THEY COULD IMPOSE THE* DEATH PEHALtY "* % ! 
IN THE EVENT OF A CONVICTION. * } \; { \'i ? " '7V| 4 ' fH 

SIK NEGROES WERE ON JURT VENIRE And' TWo"*HAVE BEEN-Jai] jl J* f "' ? 
QUESTIONED AS OF NOON TODAY. 1 THEY WPRP t*k.»* ^ t „ m „ J. I V 




jF NOON TODAY J THEY WERE QUEStlONED CLOSELY U 4.4' 



END PAGE ONE .... „■ • j * 4 . / ,'. , ' / J? ^ «7 " >r f7 
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PAGE TWO • • i v | 

BY DEFENSE COUNSEL ARTHUR J^HANES AND PROSECUTION COUNSELS 



i {-it;-* 



JOE BECK GANTT AND STATE GENERAL RICHMOND if LOWtREJJ f * J " 
LINE CF' QUESTIONING f»OSED BY DEFENSE- SURROUNDEb r THEIR { M ' 

MEMBERSHIP IN NEGRO ClVtL RIGHTS GROUPS, AND j THEIR .6ENlk^:.>?j J 

FEEL lNGS~ REGARDING THE CIVIl' RIGHTS MOVEMENT; PROSECUTION M \ 

\ QUESTIONS WERE POINTED AT DEVELOP! NG* THEIR GENERAL \ f ' L I 

QUALIFICATIONS AS JURY NEMBES AND WHETHER THEY fcOULD \ | i 

IMPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY tN THE EVENT OF A CONVICTION. ; ' - ( ;i K ,! 

ONE JURY MEMBER* CHARLES E • BENDER* WHO IS EMPLOYED y f 

GOLSON MOTOR -GO** rT. DEPOSIT* -ALA** ADMITTED KLAM ?V S - 

■ ■ ■ " ' ■■■■ • a -.. , ; * 1 -it • v * , : ?» • 

BERSHIP - SOME TWELVE YEARS AGO** ' ' ' * " i ij.*** * * * 



BY 
MEMB 



DURING THE AFTERNOON ADDITIONAL JURY MEMBERS WERE EXCUSED 

f "'"ft 1 ; ' ."V v •■ : ' < ' , 

FOR EIOHTER NOT BELIEVING IN THE DEATH PENALTY* ^HAVING FIXED OPINION 
OR^EING A MEMBER OF THE AUXILLIARY POLICE FORCED . *t s ..* V * 



END PAGE TWO , - *» * 
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COURT RECESSED AT THREE PM, fOR A KERIOD OF 



FIFTEEN MINUTES AND DURING . RECESS IT HAS OBSERVED THAT : 1 » 
S?AND DRAGON, UK** ROBERT fREEL NAS PRESENT tH. COURTHOUSE J ■ 
SQUARE AND HE. WI TH EUGENE THOMAS AND OTHER iNDl VIOUALJ *H0 | 
SEEN ED TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH HIM. PASSED .A' FOOTBALL Btil j « s' \ 
AND FORTH HI TH DEFENSE COUNSEL MRTHUR J. HANE$« •'• £ \ I - I 

J ' l] f I I .V'*'" 

AFTER RECESS , FURTHER QUESTIONING TOOK. PLACE j)F JIHt ^.^ 1- 
JURORS. AND AS OF FOUR FIFTEEN PM,, CST OJi. ENTJNi M £f ^ If 
MEMB ERS OF THE JURY REMAINED* THE STATE fiOOZ REQUIRES^ '1 \ j 
TOTAL OF THIRTY MEMBERS TO BE ON VENIRE 1 N ORDER,- To' STRIKE ' i 
A JURY. ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE JURY BEING DRAWN BY i4i V 



I 



C V V65 

GENERAL INVEST! GAT^S DIVISION 
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Viola Liuzzo was the civil rights 
worker who was killed in Lowndes County, 
Alabama, 3/25/65. Collie Leroy Wilkins was 



nno rvf throe ciihioote nho*»rro^ Ywr tKo fflitn nf L ■ >fc > jw 

Alabama with the murder and is to foe re- • ; , k * I . ^ -t ( 



tried by the state 10/18/65, following a hung 

jury in earlier trial in May, 1965, , 

Information furnished by Dept. Attorney ' , 

Turner will be discussed with the Depart- J[ * * 

ment and appropriate action taken. 9 fc^ S 
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WILLIAM ORVIU^ EATON, S * 

▼ioL^iiozzd - vxcrisi t 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION Uf3 



October 15, 1965 
1 - Mr. Hlnes 
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Mrs. Viola Liuszo, civil right:* tdrker, #16 shot 
and killed In Lowndon County, Alabama, on the night fel 
Harch 25, 1DC3,. the subjects Thomas, Eaton and ffilkins are 

— -• — — — — w«» WW WMVW V* «*«|k/UWM WH VHfli || W V * 

murdering Mr s. Lluszo, In May, 1965, Colli* Leroy Wilkin a 
was brought to trial on the Indictment and* when the nar* - 
could not agree on a verdict, a mistrial vai called^' The 
retrial of wilkins is scheduled io begin in the Circuit*. 1 L 
Court, 4Lowndes County, Alabama, 6n October J8- Itefcif* ' 
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F OTE: I nformation taken from teletype it/f the Director from Mobile 
10/HT&5, same caption. — " * * ? < 
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FBI MOBILE 
12*37 PM CST URGENT 
I^t DIRECTOR (44-28601) 
FROM I MOBILE (44-1245) 
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10/20/65 
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THr. Kn^na — 
M..-i' Hjwics- 
Mitfl Gandf- 




EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL f VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, AKA| ,ET AL • r , 

civil rif.i-T 1 * ^nutc , . „ 4 .* > . V. L' | » 

VICTIMS . CR , EL. ' j/, f f U t?fe 4 

■ : -UN' 



REMOTEL TEN NINETEEN LAST 



ALABAMA SUPREME COURT THIS DATE DENIED ATTORNEY GENERAL^ 

■■:.'■» . .-.«.. •*'■■ 

PETITION IN CONNECTION WITH DISQUALIFICATION OF ELEVEN ,t # 

r ■■ ' • * j ■ i ^ : 

PROSPECTIVE JURORS . v ATORNEY GENERAL FLOWERS ADVISED AT * i V J* 
TWELVE NOON , HE INTENDS TO PROCEED WITH TRIAL OF CASE THIS * ' % * 
DATE. BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS,/ P. 





MR. BLLMMiT ICR THE DIRECTOR 
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Camper _ 
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Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tavel 
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Trotter 
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Gandy 
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ASP KLAtfSKAN, tfCNTCOHESY CtfPMOO ' ; 

THE ALAV.FA suppxmi coa*T toe AY fcEJECTtb A PLEA TO &AF II VHITE 
SUFPErACTST? rjtor. THE JUSY W THE MULDER TtllAL OE KU KLUX , 
KLAMSKAM COLLIE LEROY VlLKINS AND ORDERED THE TRIAL TO PROCEED. 
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Belmont . 

Mohr 
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Rosen — 
Sullivan . 
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Trotter 

Tele Room 
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upi-i ou : : ■ - ; • * * ^ 1 * * : ' 

FONTGCriRY. MA. --THE ALABAMA SUrPErT COURT TODAY HEARD AND TOOK 
WDER ADVlSEmU A.atA ?Y STATE AT^OPKEY GENERAL RICHMOND fLCVERS TO 

pap -vhite surrn ncY". juhops in the harder trial of ku klux klansman 

COLLIE L£P r Y VI! '^T^ r J < 

flcveff'tolt T ri'ccupT THAT the state COULD NOT cet a f air TRIAL 

VITH SCt*E Of TI^ V K I TE T*EN CN THE JURY VHt> HAVE *EEN TENTATIVELY . 
APPPOVED AS FPCr r !CTJVE JUPCPS. 

THE TRIAL ITfELF, FOP THE KILLING CF CIVIL RIGHTS VOPKER MPS • 
VIOLA LIU720, Vtr r*EN rELAYED 1H fcAYNEVILLE, ALA #f SO THAT THE SUPREME 
COUPT COULD HE/ ~ FLHVERS • r LEA, ^ ' . 

DEFENSE ATKT! r Y ARTHUR HAf'ES ASKED THE STATE HIGH COURT TO DENY « 
FLOVEPS' PETIT 1C'! *C0 THAT VE CAN T ON V I TV THE TRIAL CF THIS YOUNG t 
FA*' " 

A SPEEDY DECiriOM *Y THE COURT VAS tXFtCTED. .IF IT UPttELfc F LOVERS t 
PE0UE9T. It fEA v ^ THAT THE TRIAL OF V1LKINS FOR THE SLAYING OF URS. J 
VICLA l!uzZO T?C"AfLT VCULD BE POSTrCNE? UNTIL NEXT SFRJNCU M / * 

PAYNE VILLE TOR 



CIRCUIT JVD^T 
CISICN AK'D S U r I 
VPULD GO AHEAD • 

io/?o--Cti*JP 



! 



T« VE3IK TFAGARdVAS WAIJ^^IN 



HE COULD RESUME THE 



BY 7 f>.t\ EOT, HE 
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•WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 
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tetters to the tditor 

PubtiihtJ Ittten en cob/ecf fo cwirfMuofJon, mnd thesm mot $e- 
fecterf for publication will bt niotntd onlf when accompanied 
by stamped. %ett -oddreued enreiopes. The me of pern tomes b 
limifetf to correspoftfl'efftj WAost off flirty it known ft Tmt 5 tor. 

The Hdyneville Trial j 

| SIR: Attorney General Kalrenbach's glib dismissal 
of the Colon an acquittal in flayncville, Alabama, as 
"the price you have to pay for the jury system,** add- 
ing that be didn't consider it "too high," is a shocking 
endorsement of an even more allocking travesty of 
I justice. One can only hope that the Justice Department 
will took more deeply into the Implications of such 
perverted judicial proceedings for social order and 
justice in Deep South communities. 

Part of the price is already apparent in the sharp 
decline of Negro voter registration In Lowndes County-. 
reduced from 80 to 20 a day since the August SO slaying 
of Jonathan Daniels, Episcopal seminarian and civil 
riehts worker in the Alabama black belt. The shooting. 

Iks *-*ias-4w _-_i -wi- ___._■ k _i __■ ai_ _ t_m_ _ __j 

wic of^ c M,' mimj j/icuiunuic OlljUllWII UI LUC KJXIUJ , •JK1 

the many similar incidents in recent years are all parts 
of a pattern of deliberate terror, designed to frustrate 
the long-overdue efforts of the Federal government to 
incorporate the Negro into American life. 

Jon Daniels and countless others will have died in 
vain unless a radical reform of the court system and 
law enforcement procedures is undertaken by this 
administration and the next session of Congress. 

i ; Bert H. Cooper, Jr. * 



Slit: The possibility that there may have bee* a : 

micparrioSfi rJ 4iirfi-« iw VJ r, tr-rvr> t r! 1 1 rt A)_l>---_ La *>_i 
• vi juowvc lu MBjfiafiu;, raawatu*, »3 uui 

nearly as frightening as the seK-righteous bleating of a . 
host of quasi -liberals (Including many columnists} 
which has flooded the land. How can anyone flaming 
to be concerned with justice and the sanctity of onr 
syslem of trail by jury, feel qualified to pass Judgment 
nn a man they have never seen in a courtroom they 
have never entered based on evidence they themselves 
did not hear? • 

Guilty men often go free. K hi unfortunate, but ft 
certainly is more in keeping with our liberal system of. 
justice, and does less harm to that system, than the 
attitude that a defendant and a trial can and should be 

condemned by praty. $• c » -* k 

Alexandria \ WUIiim R*hY 

e : ty>-' ' L. 1 _» . 
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Tavel 
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Tho Wdohlbaton Post and 
^ Tlm*s Harold 
Tb* Washington Dally N»wO . 
Tho CvmIiq Star y/Ll—CZ—A 



i 



Now York Morald Tribune _-_ 
Now YOtk Journal -American^. 

Now York Dolly N»*o 

Now York Post 



Tho Now York TUooo 
Th* Bolttoioro Sun _____ 
The Work or •' , * 
Tho N»w L*>aa«r . 



w v - <Z 5 C: ^ I - 



The Wall :;<r«-ot Journal 
Tho Notional Ob«>r*w 

f>OoM*'t World ___ 

Datn . 
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Q-V65 i ^ 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

Gary Thomas Rowe is our informant who ' 

lrnished the initial information Leading to the k-^- — tj*r— — v-r^w 1\ ' ^u/ra^U 1 ' " 

lentity of subjects responsible for shooting ESto^S!^ 
Irs. Viola Ljjizzo and is a material witnpss K**^-/^vw^^ 

xpected to testify in the retrial of Collie Leroy*' 1, r *~" r * r1 " % ■ " f l lr n ^**™ rtflij a n ■■ ^n' £ 

f ilk ins now set for 10/18/65. : 
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PAGE TWO 

MO TWENTY -TK3EE R, AND BUREAU AND BIRMINGHAM WILL BE IMMEDIATELY 
ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS . P . 
VA • • .DLH 
FBI WASH DC 



o 



_("l0/21/65 
GENERAL INVESTIGA' V. T DIVISION 

t 

This case concerns the retrial of 
Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. , in Alabama 
State Court charged with the murder of H . r . . _ 

Mrs. Viola. LTTOzo on the night of :^H>^ a r l ,^w- 
3/25/65 Wllkins^as originally tried>^|V4C^^^^^^^^X- 
in May, 196fc, on this charge which -m. ^ ^7^^.V^ ■» 

resulted inja hung jury. Present , 
trial began '10/18/65. He are closely 
following this matter and you will be 
kept advised of developments. Leroy 
iloton is the young Negro boy 
accompanying Mrs. Liuzzo at the time 
of the shooting. 
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Mr. Frit 




FBI MOBILE 

556 P« CST URGENT 10/20/65 
TO DIRECTOR /44-2B601/ ~ 
FROM MOBILE /44-1245/ 



VFP 



: i. . 1, r r 

i I T<J , n-K.ni 

Use 



EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, ET AL -VICTIMS. 

jCtv3 Bi&hU tlceVVl Lira oil«- *: si W't'tt 
-Gft-Etr. 60 MOBILE . 



RE TELETYPE INSTANT. 



TRIAC AT HAYNEVILLE RESUMED AT ONE Ptt , THIS DATE • v. 1 



STATE TROOPERS AND STATE INVESTIGATORS TESTIFIED TO FINDING 



OF VEHICLE AND BODY AND LEROY MOTON TESTIFIED. 
COURT RECESSED AT FIVE ZERO FIVE PW . * 



4 




ATTORNEY GENERAL FLOWERS ADVISED COURT HE EXPECTED TO 
REST STATE CASE BY TOMORROW AFTERNOON. 



:>*J f.' 



END 

WA MRV 

FBI WASH DC 
X 
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OCT 82 B65 
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10/19/65 

CODE 

- 1 " Mr * Hines 

RADIOGRAM URGENT 

* 

TO SAC, MOBILE 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI /, - . V' 

THREE MALE TEENAGERS; BARBA9^UT1^»' DASH VICTIM* CIVIL EIGHTS. 
REURTZL TEN NINETEEN INSTANT, INSURE THAT LOCAL AND STATE 1 * 
AUTHORITIES ARE ADVISED OF THE INCIDENT INVOLVING VICTIM. ,ALSO_ _ 
ADVISE SECRET SERVICE AND LOCAL INTELLIGENCE GROUPS. 

J ■ 7 « J . t 

- * • • , • • ' 

r* ■■■'.'••■!' "" ' * 



JWH/ral 

(3)' ' 

NOTE: Barbara Butler, who attended trial of ^CplJJLs.,I^r^yjril^l^s at 
Hayneville, Alabama, 10/18/65, alleged that while returning^W^lma 
on the night of 10/18/65 in her Volkswagen was forced off of the 
highway by three white male teenagers who accused her of being an 
"outsider" and a "troublemaker" and verbally abused her*' She also 
thought that one of the teenagers did something to her automobile 
as she could not get it started after the incident. She says she' 
did not notify local authorities because she does not trust them. 
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PLAIN TEXT 



TELETYPE 



URGENT 



October 22, 1965 
I - Mr, Hines 



TO: SAC, DETROIT 
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 



lo 



< t 



EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. t MRS. VIOLA ilUZZO, >K A, ET AL. 



VICTIM, CIt; EL. 

RECGTEL TODAY. 



IMMEDIATELY ADVISE MR. UUZZO AND APPROPRIATE LOCAL i 

**. '''''',*'.• ^* * • * 

AUTHORITIES OF ANONYMOUS THREAT TO KILL UUZZO RECEIVE!) AT * 

i f"' * 

CHICAGO OFFICE TODAY. J ' A- 

RHA:pah ' ) \\ yi^r? 

(3) . ; . , •t * r , , 

NOTE: This case concerns the retrial of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr., in - 
State Court charged with murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the night of 3/25/65. 
Wilkins was originally tried in May, 1965, on this charge which resulted in a • 
hung jury. Present retrial began 10/18/65. Retel sent to Bureau, Detroit and 
Mobile; advised Chicago Office received anonymous call from male individual 
stating, 'Wilkins is innocent. U Wilkins gets convicted, I am going to get a 
bus tomorrow for Detroit and kill Liuzzo's husband. ft This teletype confirms 
instructions telephonicaUy furnished Detroit Office by Extra Duty Supervisor* 

r. h. Ash. RE( , S3 . yy^jtfitfit. 



4. 





H~l-KMl 
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DrLoocti 

Coipw 

Callahan 

Conrod 
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Col. 

Roien 

Sullivan 

Ttr».l 
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T.I.. R 
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MAIL BOOMl I KLETT 



YCltttpe ami 




B» OCT 22 1965 
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{ OCT 22 19K J'' V 1 
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GENERAL INVESTlGAl ' DIVISION 

This case concerns the retrial of 
Collie Leroy Wilkin s, Jr. in State court 
charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo on thoffflght of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
was originallr tried in May, 1965, on this 
charge which? resulted in a hung jury. 
Present trial*began 10/18/65. Wilkins 
was found not g«Hty on 10/22/65, I hour and 
47 minutes after ihe jury received the 
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case. 
WAF:mfd 



\ 



\ 




;-kha< * r . ■ * 





* < 



a'* " S r ■ ■ t 




::•»=•• • :■♦.*» ^ J** s +{ .:*■ 

i %- *\ u > a -* w*.t. ? f v 
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FBI Ttf 



/^h"dc 



rrncp/ii r '.'» of •wsiiw:: 
COfcuir 1 .AflWS W\m 
C'M ?:M9G5 / 

1 KLETYPE 



O 



FBI woaixE 

6:01 PM CST 10/22/65 URGENT 
DIRECTOR (44-28601) 
j/ FROM MOBILE (44-1245) ^ . 



CCM 



j 




EUGENE THOMAS. ET AL • VIOLA LlUZZO , /t&ftT AL .t VI Ct IMS *&fe/C* i 

REMOTEL INSTANT DATE « ^ . ; J'? ' \ ^ ; * > ? ^ ? V 1 
AT TOUR FORTTSEVEN P •« . CST INSTANTIATE THE JURY, ^RETURN ED 



A VERDICT OF NOT GUILTY 

END -i: 
WA ACK AND HOLD -* 

WA NHH : ". ■ ( , 

)C i 1965 




TU AND HOLD - 
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/ " _ 10/22/65 

GENERAL INVEST! GA /E DIVISION 

This case concerns the retrial of Collie 
Leroy Wiikins/*#r. , in State Court charged 
with the munier of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on the 
night of 3/25/155. Wilkins was originally 
tried in May, U965, on this charge which 
resulted in a huag jury. Present trial began 
10/18/65. 

Detroit Office telephonically advised to 
notify Mr. Liuzzo and appropriate local 
authorities of this tlireat 
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' FBI CHICAGO - / .^■CMi^S SLUT *. 

\5B/ AM CDST .URGENT 10-22-65 &A* S^®?^ ^ ^ 

TO : C WflEbf OR ; J DETROIT , MOBILE TELETYPE % "5*; Eh$mZ^ 



FROM t 



/. 



CHICAGO (44-773) 




EUGENF lTTOMAS ; ET AL J MRS • VIOLA 

.CR|-EL.«««w"^' J : 



•1m tnowr M 



' > ; . * *n»'itn 

. ..... ^ i ;; " > 

LIUZZO, AKA, ; ET AL - VICTIh'.'#> JZ^L 




rcK Room_ 

*.k it 

Mil! Gandr- 



4 A 



FROM 



RE CG TEL TODAY* 

/ ' * 

AT ONE THIRTY AN TOD AT CHICAGO OFf ICE -RECEIVED AMNTBQUS CALL 
MALE I NDI VI DUAL » NO DEFINITE ACCENT « NO BACKGROUND NOISE v 

s i ' , . * J v ft* ■ / y r 

STATING - WILKINS IS INNOCENf • ■ IF, WILklNS .G$TS*$VICTED;i 'A *>ING. ' 

TO GET A BUS TOMORROW FOR DETROIT AND KILL L1UZZ0 ,, S>HUS&AND ,, .| t , \ 

CALLER THEN HUNG UP. FOR INFO DETROIT SIMILI AR CALL^RECtlVED, , f 

4 ■ ; • 

TEN TWENTY ONE LASt THREATENING TO KILL GARY fiOWE . « NO "OTHER INFO Jj 
FURNISHED BY CALLER. 



END - ' 
WA . . «BJH 
FBI WASH DC 

MO . . .LPB 
FB MOBILE 



y 



1 5 £ ; ' - i f j 





f OCT 26 J96S 



• * * S '> 



- CORR PLS" -LINE ;-flX iortl^ lv-OORft!ctj^ fj"? j V, . ^ | 
IX WORD EIGHT* SHOULD READ CONVJCTED Rpf ^OHVI^T© V ; 



D£ 
LIUE 

fdb j\ y& 



o o 

10 V65 
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ii 's.'t . i-tht of wznzi 
CO?W MIUNS SECTION 

If i ETVPP 



FBI CHICAGO 

1257 | AM CDST URGENT 10/22/65 AAA 
PO S DIRECTOR AND HOBILE . - 
fa OM tf > CHIC A GO (44-773) 




EUGENfTTHOMAS ; ET AL| MRS. VIOLET LlUZZO ,-AK* f ET AL - VlfcTIKS, 



-GR ; -Eb.P«^f*3 



/l1 



•ho knowr 



* 
1 



* « II 

|lis3 Gandj. 



AT ELEVEN FIFTY FIVE l>W CDf TfcN T¥ENtT XJNt'lAST CHICAGO OFFICE K 
RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL FROM MALE INDIVIDUAL , NO* 
DEFINITE ACCENT 9 NO BACKGROUND 



\ utriwiit ruulni, nu BHUMaKuupju NOIfcE STATING ."I r VlLKlNS IS ^ * f * 
CONVICTED , 1 AM GOING tO KILL GARY ROW* t GBI JNFORMER. flVE r . .7 k . 
OTHER HEN ARE GOING TO ALABAMA WITH ME' TONI GHT TO DO Tflt^JOB". 



CALLER THEN HUWG UP. NOTED HO PREVIOUS CHICAGO CALLS OITOtHErV' 



INFORMATION RE THIS MATTER. 



END 



WA..COCC CORRECTION PLS "LINENS I X^^ITTH 4tfORIL.fiti0ULD.3iEAO^<Mi^f^^ 

AND SIXTH LINE NINETH -JfiORD SHOULD -READ" FBl-fty- ft^ * i ' 



UA .LRC 
FBI WASH DC 




ie 4)CT ^5 1385 



mo...u*-» ■ - — - — »- — , • t $t\ s 
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1^22/65 

GENERAL INVESTIGAT1 J DIVISION 

This case concerns the retrial of 
Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. in State Court 
charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo on the night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
was originally tried in May, 1965, on this 
charge which resulted in a hung jury. Pre- 
sent trial began 10/18/65. We are closely 
following this matter and you will be 
kept advised of developments. 



O 




WAF:mfd 



v 



\ 




•r»v iv ilii b *H* |~ 



fcni i i Wi i'W n pi . i ■ 




IV " " ' ~ ' " * rr • i ' ■ rr \ r ~ 




* fbl WASH DC 



FBI JJ09ILE 
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CST U ft GENT 



9:07 PM 

?o bi f(ec tor 

FROM HOBILE /44-1245/ 



u .1 i r yf r#f urn:* 

C' ! ' 1 WSb 
10-21/65, «MA 
1 E.LETYPE 
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EUGENE JHOMAS , ET AL | VIOLA L| UZZO f AKA'/ ET AU - VICTIMS fV^ i-^cZIZ 



RETRIAL OF COLLtE LEROY VILKINS PROCEEDED TODAY VltrtOtlT 

> * i * y i j i* * * - . ^ 

INCIDENT. TESTIMONY ^AS HEARD' frftOM ,DR . ?>AUL SHOFFEI TT , SfATE \ ' a \i . / 
TOXICOLOGIST AND -6A3" EVELAND , RILEY » LAHEY a (SETTINGS /SHAN AHAN ^ * 

AND MAURICE ROV. ALL TESTI FIED AS I PREVIOUS^ I AL\ SA- f^OBB * & 

^ v " h 5 ;= * ■ ' » - " .* : I 

TESTI " ~ " """" " ~^ ' ' 



FIED TO THE FACT THAT COL • AL^LINGO ,*THEN SiRECTOR H\ f% 
BLIC SAFETY, HAD REQUESTED ASSISTANCE IN THE CASE ^ |; '^/&\v 1 



OF PtBLI 








I - ■ 























THE STATE AND IjS 

JUDGE THAGGARD 



LATE TOBOBROV AFTERNOON 

X 

END 
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WA BJ.. f fS # 

fbI^asMoc* 




0)/23/65 
GENERAL INVESTIGATE DIVISION 

This matter concerns the retrial 

of Collie Leroy Wilkins, Jr. in State court 

charged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 

Liuzzo on the; night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 

— *t,— lxlC u ui iviay, iyt>D, on 

this charge which resulted in a hung jury 

Present trial began 10/18/65. Wilkins was 

found not guilty-I hour and 47 minutes after 
the 

— j« AJ ictcivcu uiu case on w/zz/bb. 
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FBI WASH DC 

fBI *M03ILE 

TO DIRECTOR 
FROM MOBILE 
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URGENT 
/44-28601/ 
/44-1245/ 



10-22-65 
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-eft- - £b-. ~~ 



EUGENE THOMAS • ET AL . VIOLA LIUZZO, AHA- ET AL • VICTtwS 



Mr. ( pi,- ' n , 
Mr. C-.'j. H 
Mr. FrJt . 

^- " 

*pv Candy 



REBHTEL TO BUREAU OCT « TWENTYTWO 1N5TANT • 

- •- • - ,v /?* c Jt^v'rry^c 

TRIAL RECONVENED TODAY AT fclNE AN CST IH'*^ 
HAYNEVILLE, ALA • FIRST WITNESS TO TESTIFY WAS .LABORATORY 
EXPERT MARION WILLIAMS WHO TESTIFIED RELATIVE, TO: BALLISTICS r J 
EXAMINATION AND EXAMINATION OF AUTOMOBILE • AfTER ,COMPLEtlON{ 
OF WILLIAMS • TESTIMONY THE STATE RESTED CASE tEN FIFTEEN * AM 

t I 

CST. THE DEFENSE CALLED TEN WITNESSES, WHICH WERE WITN&SSfcS ' > 
TO DISCREDIT TESTIMONY OF EYEWITNESSES LfcROY ilOTON AND- GARY ? * 




THOMAS ROVE. 



AS OF ELIVEtlTHIRTY AM CST THE DEFENSE RESTID 4 V 



COURT RECONVENED ONE PM Cst WITH OPENING SUMMATION BY 
STATE ATTY JOE BECK GANTT . GANtT REVIEWED THE EVIDENCE * 



END PAGE ONE 



SUBMITTED IN THE CASE AND REFERRED TO THE KILLING AS; -.4' j 



•J 



' ki t 1 . «« CCT 26 J965 ' ' / 




6 




VJ 



«0 44-1245 
PAGE-*¥tf~ 

i 

9 COLD -BLOODED MURDER ." 

DEFENSE ATTY ARTHUR J . HANES POINTED OUT ^VARIOUS ' 

discrepancies in testimony of leroy moton and gary thomas*rowe, 

"HICH HE STATED WERE THE STATE S MAIN WITNESSES IN CASE At j 
ALSO REFERRED TO ROVE AS A "DUD AS GOAT" JAND CALLED DEFENDANT*' i 
WILKINS THE "SCAPE GOAT" AND ENDED HIS SUMMATION BY* M£EUitlli ' I 

TO THE f! ART A<5 TUP •aAD.h. r< _ _ ■ .* *• T 

n „ rnnHOi-J . WJ , rwQ GOATS " AND CONTENDED TH^t * * 4 i 

WUX Jf. ^ S . N0T GUII ; TY AND SH0ULD VOt£ FOR THE *CAP£ WaL.V^ ' F 
•fi^Tf 6ENL FOR STATJr,nr au&ama ifn U y«. v _ C ..J* P -3 ^ 

n.nu^n nawnnuny fLUWtKS GAVE, nH | ^ V *— 

FINAL SUMMATION BY POINTING OUT ALSO THE *CASE WAS A HJOLD * {> 1 
j BLOODED MURDER ." HE POINTED OUT THAT TCBtf nhmy et ur M ill 1 
||.WAS WELL CORROBORATED BY CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE SUBMITTED'** , | 
I AND ALSO THE WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE CORROBORATED^ ROWE •i'fV^ " i. I ! fe^ 
j TESTI MONY . FLOi'ERS BECAME EMOTIONAL AT THE END OF HIS ' ' 

SUMMATION AFTER TELLING JURY HISTORY OF HIS FAMILY AND OF > i * ' ' » j. 

GRANDFATHER WHO WAS A PRIVATE IN THE CONFEDERATE ARM Y^ AND I ^ , . ' ? ' 

DESCRIBED A "TRUE VERDICT." HE STATED TO THE JURY THAt IF ' 'j 

THEY DID NOT BRING BACK A VERDICT OF GulLtY THEY WOULD TEAR* ! . 
•THE DEFINITION OF A^TRUE VERDICT OUT OF THE^wTco.DE AND HE » 

Wn PAr.r Tun i 
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MO 44-1245 

PAGE THHEE 



ft * 



! V 
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( . if 

• • * r u * 



si 



t 1 1 



EMPHASIZED HIS WORDS BY RIPPING -PAGES, OUT x OF. -lHE>ALA*- : CODE 
AND SLAMMING THEM TO THE FLOOR 



CIRCUIT JUDGE T. WERTH THAGARD FINISHED HIS CHARGE TO , "» * I 

«6T AMD. AT THE PRESENT /Tltt'v- ■ : £1 



•t 
4 



THE JURY AT APPROX* -THREE PM 
THE JURY IS DELIBERATING 
END 



WA.;. NHH 
FBI WASH DC 
TUP 



ar 
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Date: 



10/22/65 



1 1 "it. llchiK-nl 

1 1 Mr. *!<«hr 

t| Mr. Ce'iK t 

I * M*. **pni"oil .. . 

\i i »"•■»» 

! 1 . '< 



Transmit the following in 
t 

AIRTEL 



Via 



piiu'uf ii e>' i Due/ 



(Priority ) 




Mr. Trotter! 

Trie. Room 

Mies Htlmrs 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI (44-28601) 



?ROM: SAC, DETROIT (44-643 ) (RUC) 

*VEUGENE^fHOMAS , Et Al;~ l. ; I 
Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO, aka,> 
Et Al - VICTIM * 
CR - EL * » ^ 

(00: Mobile) ^ i- J 



I i 




Chicago teletypes .today . if 7%^ \ fc^i-l., 
Mr. ANTHONY LtUZZO and feyt*r»ut4vA i TllfrvTtnr? uitTniPocnii V 

Special Investigations bureau > t»D, Detroit, 1 *idh,^*ere f f 
both advised this AM of . anonymous threat* (to< *ill LIUZZO, \ 
.received at Chicago Office this date. 1 ' ' i ' v H 



Re Bureau and 



v y 



Mr. LIUZZO advised he has his own armed guard at hi* x 
residence from 9:00 PM to 5:00 AM each evening and ^ 
is also aware he is receiving protection 7 from Detroit JHDjL " 

Lt. HUTCHERSOH stated he would immediately feotifv \the 
14th Precinct, Detroit PD, of this add i tibnal data ^ai' 1 ^— 
this precinct is affording coverage with regard .to \, , ;' 




• * t 



r* 



it' 



1 f -■•til**"*'* iJ'-^iHM'i 



/ 



• » 

Approved: 



Special Agent In Charge 



Sent 



J 4 
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TO 



UNITED STATES ©C^RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Conrad r$ 



0 



/ t 

Uri,r 



from : R. H. Jevons 



(7 



1 - Mr. Conrad 
dati, 10/25/65 

1 - Office, Room 7133 
1 - Mr. Williams 
1 - Mr. Herndon 



subject : EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; VIOLA GREGG 

LIUZZO, AKA. ; LEROY JEROME MOTON, 
1 VICTIMS; CR - EL 




This case concerns the murder of Mrs. Liuzzo, a 
civil rights worker, near Selma, Alabama, on the evening of f 
3/25/65. i ; > 

** 

In the first trial in this case which was held in May, 
1965, the jury was unable to reach a verdict. In connection with 
the second trial which was held at Hayneville, Alabama, last week, 
Alabama Attorney General Richmond Flowers assisted by Mr. Joe 
Gantt presented the State's case before Judge T. Werth Thagard* The 
defendant Wilkins was represented by Mr. Arthur Hanes, a former 4 
Special Agent SA Marion E. Williams testified concerning his t 
exarnination of the automobile in which the victim was killed and > * 
to the results of Laboratory examinations of the bullets, bullet 
fragments, cartridge cases and gun recovered in connection with ' 
this investigation. : r - - * * i 

The State rested following SA Williams* testimony 
on the morning of 10/22/65. The case went to the Jury that - - 
afternoon. After approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes of deliberation, 
the jury found the defendant not guilty. \ 



ACTION: 



44-28601 



For information. 



1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 





1 -j Mr. M. A. Jones, Room 4264 . 





]Q>V65 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

Alabama Attorney General Richmond 
? lowers, mentioned in attached, handled 
he prosecution -of the retrial of Collie Leroy 
Vilkins. Jr. . in State Court, who was 
harged with the murder of Mrs. Viola 
jiuzzo on the night of 3/25/65. Wilkins 
*as acquitted on 10/22/65. 

Civil Rights Division beine advised. 



O 




2r ' 




iCS.pah 



rWrJI^ iMI ttWfcM 





r 



' ; » : ^« *■ v f. ,. t >, ? - L ^ A . fa trf f ■ | 



gas %^gsms@mgm 



■r 1 1" 





- 4 ■ f 




r 



iff 



— - — 



f 4 " 



o 



U. ?. ! f - 



■f INVTSIirATiCH 

if or Jiisirt 
uiS SF.C1ION 



rYPE 
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FBI WASH-DC 

FBI MOBILE 
7:59 PM CST 



I TO Jk. 



10/23/65 URGENT CCK 



RECTOR (44-28601) 
FROM MOBILE (44-1245) 



* - 





Mr. 
M r Trotter- 
T»'e. Boonu. 
His* HQl*net 



EUGENE THOMAS. ET AL. VIOLA LlljZZO, AXA^ % X klj VICTIMS .^H.--£t. 



■ » 



ERAL RICHMOND FLOWERS'..' \n \ 




ON THIS DATE ALABAMA ATTORNEY .GENERAL RICHMOND FLOWERS'.. 
TELEPHONIQALLY CONTACTED S A SPENCER H . ROBB AND ADVISED^THATi 1 ^ 
DURING AFTERNOON OF THIS DATE WHILE ATTENDING FOOTBALL GAME AT' V 



AUBURN, Afcfi., AN UNIDENTIFIED ^MALE TELEPHONED iHIS. HOME' nNpi SPOKE \^ 

TO THE MAID, ASKED IF FLOWERS AND WIFE WERE HOMELAND HHpi^ "AID^ ♦ 

ADVISED THEY WERE AT BALL GAME MAN SAID "THIS WOULD BE A *fc00D * . ' 

i ■ - • W * : f 

TIME TO BOMB THE HOUSE » YOU HAD BETTER 30ET OUT OF THERE^/*, FLOWERS i; 

ADVISED THAT HE HAS NOTIFIED THfc H ON T $0M Eft Yf » At*"« »t Pft,i Of".; « ^BQVAu ■ • 

AND WANTED THE FBI. TO BE COGNIZANT Or^TTER . * ^' | iff t -i'V ' 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AND U • Si SfcCRET SERVICE BEING ^ADVISED . A rj 

r .... ;,>-|Sr^ ttfr n ( y^^'^^ 



- L H -M FOLLOWS. 
' BUREAU 



END 



WA ACK AND HOLD 



FB 




WILL BE ADVISED OF^.ANT DEVELOPfiEljtS,. « • * 0 ' . „ ps5 I , 



, i. ■ ■ . 



» f 



GENERAL 1NVEST1GATT *S DIVISION 
This matter concerns the tr f Collie 
roy WUkens on charges of shooting Viola 
uzzo on 3/25/65 which i s now in progress in 
yneville, Alabama. 
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UNITED STATES C .NMENT 

Memorandum 



C 



Tol. 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Belmont 



(XI 




i>ate: October 18, 1965 



1/ 



m>wa n .1* 

Coorari 

r.n _<ij 

GoU 1 \Y 

Row* J .T 



A. Rosen 



J 



Trotu* . 
TaU. Re 
Hot-.. . 



EUGENE T1I0JIAS, ET AL; 

V I OLA' -L I UZZO , AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAtiS 



1 - Mr. Mohr 

1 - Mr. De Loach 

1 - -Mr. Callahan 

1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. Malley 

1 - Mr. McGowan J ¥7 ^ . ( 

1 - Mr. HinesAl^, » ' 



In connection with the trial of Collie Leroy Wilkins y f. 
for the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo by the State of Alabama r 
which began today in Circuit Court, Hayneville, Alabama, \ 
Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., our informant, is expected to be A / „ J 
major witness* The state prosecutor has requested that lap • 
employee of our Voucher Unit appear and testify as to expenditures 
made to Rowe and in his behalf from the time he became an FBI j 
informant to date. The same testimony was requested and \ 
authorized in the Initial trial of ffilkins in May, 1965. //ff- eF 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 

ACTION : 

If approved, our Voucher Unit employee will be 
instructed to appear and testify to these miscellaneous 
expenses as above stated. * 
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ADDENDUM: JPM:DW 10/20/65 

Maurice Row, Supervisor of the Voucher Unit of the Administrative Division, will 
testify in this case. Mr. Row's section has custody of all of the documents as well 
as the accounts concerning payments to informants. He has testified previously and 
is well qualified to handle this assignment. He has already departed for Hayneville, 
Alabama. . • ? - ' T I ! 
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